G NT First Aeronautical Weekly in the World 
Founded 1909 
and 


AIRCRAFI ENGINEER No. 2182. Vol. LVIII. THURSDAY, 19 OCTOBER, 1950 


The dispute involving a section of the London printing 
industry continues to prevent the normal publication of 
FLIGHT, and this limited-circulation free newsletter 
service is accordingly being temporarily substituted. 
Periods covered by direct subscription will be extended. 


REACTIONS TO "EMPEROR" 


EXERCISE "Baperor" was intended to have neither bomber nor fighter 
bias, but to test both branches equally. As operations developed, however, 
it was possible to detect a “can the bombers gut through?" interest among 
those who had followed closely the communiques and, through them, the 
fortunes of the attacking and defending forces. 1t is not without interest 
to speculate upon the reasons for this new convern over our bomber squadrons. 
During earlier exercises public anxiety was chiefly felt as to the ability 
of an under-sized, pertly-re-equipped Fighter Command to defend the country, 
but sore recently the expansion and reorganization of the defensive forces 
has resulted in a greater feeling of security. Re-equipment of Western 
Union and other friendly Air Forces with increasing numbers of British jet 
fighters, and the presence here of powerful American forces, has also played 
a part in this change. Thus, thoughts began to turn to retaliation as well 
as defence as soon as the critical period was passing. The championing of 
the bombers did not, of course, effect the keen satisfaction felt over the 
high proportion of interceptions achieved by the defences. 


Bomber Command, with its dated equipment - Washingtons included - 
has now come in for some public sympathy as being the weaker branch, and 
its efforts to succeed in the recent “raids” in spite of technical 
disadvantages have been followed the more closely as a result. 

A good deal of misapprehension seems to exist about bomber aircraft, 
both current and of the future, and few people could say exactly what 
types would be required the most in a new war. Indeed, it is no easy 
matter to classify those already in existence. Certainly the remarkably 
versatile Canberra is not intended to replace all existing British types, 
as might be imagined from newspaper interpretations of some remarks 
made by senior officers when introducing "Emperor". Apart fran the piston 
and jet-powered “super heavies" now being produced in America it is well 
known that several jet bombers, larger than the Canberra and designed for 
longer ranges, are under construction in this country, although a recently 
printed American impression (based on intelligent deduction) that a big 
British delta-wing bomber is just around the corner is probably rather 
premature. in spite of our impatience to see Bomber Command re-equipped, 
we would echo the views of Air Marshal Sir Hugh P. Lloyd that, though 
long in the tooth, Britain's existing bombers are capable still of inflicting 
very great damage. Eut their relatively low operational altitude, together 
with lack of speed and crew comfort by modern standards, must make the work 
of the crews the more arduous. 

it is a healthy and comforting sign that the minds of ordinary people 
can now be rather less preoccupied with thoughts of back~to-the-wall 
defence and turn towards war prevention through the power to negotiate on 
equal terms or, in extremity, to retaliate with deadly effect. 


FORTHCOMING LECTURES. 
Oct. 19 R. Ae. S.3 “Use of Wind Tunnel Model Data in Aerodynamic Design", 
R. Hills, B.A., A.F.R.Ae. S. 

Oct. 21 Helicopter Associations “Helicopter Maintenance” ~ discussion 
with S.L.A.E. 

Nov. 7 R. Ae. S.3 “Aircraft Metallic Materials at Low Temperatures”, 
by Maj. P. L. Teed, A.R.S.M., Mo1.M.M.,F.R.Ao.S.(at Belfast). 

Nov. 8 Royal United Service Institution: "Aircraft Requirements of 
Navy", by Vice-Admiral M.J. Mansergh, C.B.,C.5.zZ., 

No. 23 R. Ae.S.3 “Rockets and Assisted Take-off", by A.V. Cleaver, 
A.R.Ae@.S. 
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NEWs OF THE | TREK 
Sea Yuries "Blooded" 


tneir first “shots any aneer when, ist week, Liey 


sea Furies fired ¢ 
operated in conjunction wit: Fireflies against ground tar¢ ~— in the 
Jhinnaa Po area of Korea, just south of the 39th parallel. Both types 
were flown from the lizht fleet carrier "Theseus", in aahton : for the first 
time in the Far East, In production towards the. end of World War Il, the 
Sea Fury was about to go into firsteline service when Japan capitulated. 


sone of the Fireflies were of the \k.5 tyne, also making its first appearance 
in battle. 

Now wearing the flag of Rear Admiral WW. %. Andrews, ©C.5., CeSeE., 
Ded.U., the carrier is relieving H.M.S. "Triumph", whose Fireflies and 
eafires had already played an important part in the Korean campaign. 

In Slight flak, the Furies attacked an island gun-site 
and other targets wits bombs, rockets and shelleguns. Lt. Cdr.¥. Stovin- 
Bradford, D.c.C., R«N., who led one the sorties, said that the aircraft 
and that the pilots were "very satisfied with 


the face of 


"behaved magnificently" 


their performance”. 
During a subsequent operation of the same kind one of the Furies, 


flown by Lt. S. Leonard, R.N., met intensive light flak and was shot 
dowm near an eneay-occupied position. While other aircraft from the 
“Theseus” kept the North Koreans at bay, a U.S.A.¥. helicopter landed 
alongside the wreck and, as its pilot, Lt. Dawid C. McDaniel, used an 
automatic rifle to silence enemy snipers, Capt. John ©. Shuaate freed 
the injured pilot. He was then taken aboard the helicopter and safely 
evacuated to the beach at Inchon. Rear Admiral Andrews immediately 
made a signal of appreciation and admiration to the U.S.A.F. Rescue 


Squadron. 
During this day's sorties one of the Fireflies, flown by Lt. G.F. 


Birch, R.N., scored a direct hit on the centre of a railway bridge. 
Soviet Protest Refused 


Acceptance of a Soviet protest arising from an alleged attack by 
American fighters on a Russian airfield was refused by the U.S.iabassy 
in Moscow on October 9th. The protest claimed that two U.S.A.F. Shooting 
Stars “grossly violated the State frontier of the J.5.5.R. and, flying 
at a low altitude to the Soviet airfield located on the coast in the area 
of Sukhaya Rechka, 100 kilometres from the Soviet~Korean frontier, fired 


on the airfield from machine-guns" 


The U. Se ami the AcSe 





Following the agreement for the Wright Aeronautical Corporation to 
build the Armstrong Siddeley Sapphire, Python and Double Mamba under 
licence (as reported in our previous newsletter), Mr. H. T. Chapman, 
managing director of Armstrong Siddeley Motors, Ltd., sailed for America 
on Tuesday of last week to make the final arrangements. “They will begin", 
said Mr. Chapman, “with our handingeover whatever we have about 
gaseturbine units" The actual contract, to be signed in New York cn J 


Slst, will be valid for seven years. 


our latest 


tc.er 


BOULTON PaUL 11 


General arrangerent of the Boulton Paul 111 research aircraft, the 


first flight of which was recorded last week. At the controls was S/L. 
R. H. Smythe, Ministry of Supply test pilot. The ovalesection intake 
to the Nene turbojet divides immediately behind the entry, and the cockpit 
)} is situated in the nose 
aise mnie san | _ between the pair of ducts. 
| Because it is so short (26ft 
lin as compared with 4lft 
10g in) the B.P.111 appears 
to be much smaller than the 
Avro 7078, the other delta 
ee ae research type now flying, 
poe er ee but in fact its wing span is 
6in greater than that of the 
Avro. The static ground at- 
titude is pronouncedly nose-up. 
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of the Week... 





U.S.A.F. S nior * Appointments 





It was announced in Washington on October 10th that Lt.-Gen. Lauris 
Horstad has been appcinted to be C.-in-C., United States Air Forces in Europe, 
im succession to Lt.-Gen. John K. Cannon. Also newly appointed is Lt.-Gen. 
Nathan F. Twining as Vice-Chief of staff, with the rank c general, while 
Lt.-Gen. Idwal H. Edwards becomes Deputy Chief of Staff Operations. 


Lord Trenchari in a Meteor 





Despite his age ~ 77 years - Marshal cf the Royal Air Force Lord Trenchard 
obviously enjoyed a flight in a Meteor 7 when, last Thursday, he visited the 
Gloster airfield at Moreton Valence for the purpose. With test pilot Jim Cooksey 
at the controls, "the father of the R.A.F." was airborne for some 20 minutes, 
and afterwards descended nimbly from the cockpit to discuss with enthusiasm and 
knowledgeable interest the technical aspects of this modern type. 


B.C.A.C's Princess Unit 

B.O.A.C. is now forming a "Princess Unit" to prepare for the introduction 
into servies of the 105-seater Saunders-Roe flying-boat. The duties of this 
unit - which will be under the direction of Capt. H.W.C. Alger, who for the past 
six years has been responsible for the operaticn of the Corporation's marine- 
eircraft services - will include technical planning, route surveys, liaison with 
the constructors, and the development of' any special operational techniques which 
may be necessary. It will also be responsible for giving the Hythe base a new 
lease of life as the home of the big aircraft. 





ane 


Reheat Lincoln 





In order to explore the subject of afterburning, or reheat, a Lincoln has 
been modified by the Aircraft division of Air Service Training, at Hamble, tc 
the order of the Ministry of Supply. A Derwent turbojet is installed in a 
neatly-shaped ventral pod, the centre portions of which are hinged to open after 
the fashion of bomb doors, so providing first-class accessibility. 


The position of the pod, coupled with the extremely high exhaust temperat- 
ures involved with afterburning, has made necessary the sheathing of the under- 
side of the entire rear fuselage with stainless steel, and the substitution of 
a retractable twin tailwheel unit for the normal,fixed single-wheel. On its 
first flight recently, the "reheat Lincoln” was flown by Mr. P.R. Fowler, and 
remained in the air for 75 minutes. It would appear that the pod has been 
specifically designed to cater for the installation of a variety of turbojet 
power units other than the Derwent as a means of studying their afterburning 
characteristics. 
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L.U.A.S. Celebrates 


The fifteenth anniversary of the formation of the University of London Air 
Squadron was celebrated in the customary manner last Friday, October 13th, when 
members and guests dined at the Rembrandt Hotel, South Kensington, near th 
Squadron's headquarters. It has been an important year for the Squadron, “with 
the much-looked-forward-to change-over to Chipmunks and a move from Fairoaks to 
Booker airfield. 

In his speech, W/C. A.V. Rogers, A.F.C., the commanding officer, welcomed 
a number of important guests, including the C.0.s of other University Squadrons, 
end referred to a most successful summer camp at Leuchars. He congratulated the 


Wan 


Squadron team led by F/L. L.R. Hill on winning the Kingsley Wood Shooting Trophy 
for the second year running, and Cdt. Plt. J. Dunderdale on gains ng top aggregate 
score in the Home Command shooting competition. The A.O.C.ein Lir biarshel 
Sir Robert M. Foster, K.C.B., C.B.E., D.F.C., presented the cups t the winners, 
and in his speech stressed the importance and value 

University Squadrons, even when an R.A.F. career did not 

now 14 squadrons, and three more were to be formed durin 

Dr. D. W. Logan, D.Phil., D.C.L., H.A., Principal of London 





&5 
att 
the Hi 
Californi 
ran Hurn 


tne maker 


+ 


makers and Coach 


+ 


e Vintners 


» AWS, SIT 


ochrene, VY 
Air Force 


of the 


y the 
the Post 
it that 
There had 


emony was cue 


who was to 








sonfirmec as 
istance in a 


>, “Walter 
Lu. Albert van 
flight was made on 
tween Brussels and 


x 
The season of R. A ye Lila 
at Londonderry House begins 
evening, October 19th, when 
film "The Fighting Lady" - a 
pactper apenas. about a U.S. 
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x 
nd General Air- 
announce that Mr. E. 
Turner, secretary of the company 
Since 1948, has been appointed tc 
the board of directors. 
x x 
ir. W. S. Hemp, M.A., F.R.Ae.S., 
has been appointed to the newly 
established Chair of Aircraft 
structures and Aero-elasticity in 
the Department of Aircraft Design 
at the College of Aeronautics, 
afield. Mr. Hemp was formerly 
senior lecturer in aircraft struc- 
tures and deputy head of the design 


department at Cranfield; in 1944-45, 


towards the end of an eight-year 
period of service with the Bristol 
Aeroplane Company, he made the 
preliminary structural and dynamic 
investipations on the Brabazon. 

* # * 

After 16 years' service with 
B.0.A.C. and, previously, Imperial 
Airways, Mir. H.S.Crabtree has 
established a business of aero- 
nautical consultant engineers under 
the title of Hedley S. Crabtree and 
Co., Ltd. Learning to fly in 
any im 1930, kr. Crebtree re- 

ied to England in 1931 and took 
degree in hiechanical Sciences 
Cambridge, later working on 
, al research i 
slvill Jones 
erial Airways in 193 he occupied 
a succession of technic posts, 
and during the war he was respons- 
idle for the organization and 
management of a number of B.0.A.C. 
repair factories. At present Mr. 
Crabtree's new company, which has 
ices at Salisbury House, 
London, E.C.2, is 
f aS consultant engineers to 
Swedish Governnent. 


§ Reunion Dinner 
students of the College 
Aeronautical and Automobile 


lh r rer 
ering at the Albert Taver 
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Saturday, Nov. 4th. Tickets 
\l2s 6a) and furth iformation 
from the hk $e0 102 ydne} 
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A new. automatic valve tester, 
designed for use by non-technical 
personnel in communications and 
radar establishments and industry, 
has been introduced by the Equip- 
ment Division of Mullard Electronic 
Pro lucts, Ltd. A feature of the 

istrument is the  aeanhadde of 
loured 
the 


fag, 


To speed-up the 
photo-reconnaissance in colour 
Ansco concern has developed for 
the U.S.A.F. a new technique which 
is claimed to reduce to a fraction 
the processing time previously 
required. The new method requires 
the use of a pre-hardener so that 
processing temperatures of up to 
BO deg. F. can be employed For 
special military work colour photo- 
graphy is replacing monochrome. 

With colour added, general inter- 
pretation and camouflage letec- 
tion is much easier. 

” a" « 

Much practical information for 
production engineers is contained in 
the sonawy: technical boc klet, "Alu- 


o rt 


ings Containing 
oy the Mond Nic kel 
Sunderland House, Curzon 
Lor padon, Wel. Based 
earlier this year t 
“Hu son, F.I.M., before 
American Foundrymen's Society, 
places particular emphasis on 
he casting of aircraft piston- 
engine and gas-turbine components 
in "Y" alloy and its derivatives 
such as the famous R.R. series. 
a * 
claimed to be the first of its 
kind in this country, new high-speed 
machinery is being installed =~ at a 
cost approaching £20,000 - in an exe 
tension to the Holmfirth, Yorkshire, 
mills of T. and J. Tinker,Ltd. Its 
rurpose is the preparstce on of yarns 
from which the firm's Tinkertex fire- 
proof and mothproof fabrics are made. 
ipecially suitable for aircraft up 
holstery and curtaining, these mate 
erials are, it is stated, the subject 
of large orders received during and 
since the S.B.A.C. Show. 





Air Transport Association was 
delivered by the Director-"eneral, Sir William Hildred, before the Association's 
annual general meeting which opened at San Francisco on October 16th. 

Sir William stressed the need for I.A.T.A. to maintain good relations 
overnmments, to earn their goodwill and to make them feel that the Associa- 
role in a aspects of air transport was useful and capable of relieving 
much tiresome and difficult negotiation. He also pointed out that, 
igh in the fecilitetion of internetional procedures much had been achieved 
very short time by the co-operation of interested governments, the attitude 
i icual carriers was often disappointing. There were many instances in 
which the operators were a long way behind their respective governments in their 
readines © adopt the documents prescribed by the Facilitation Amex. Such 
subjects a ustoms-free airports, terminal facilities at international airports 
and @ Standard type of visa were among the long-range objects which 1.A.T.A. now 
had in mind. 
beeling at some length with the airliner as 6 competitor to the steenship, 
rector-Ceneral said that elthough references by steamship lines to thi 
tion were flattering to such youthful industry as air transport, he did 
they were entirely accu On the contrary he thought that 
rt be complimentary to one another. 
he said, th eny time steamship traffic on a certain 
telow expectations, t ‘act should te attributed to airline competi- 
Sir William emphatically cenied the oft heard allegation that, in the 
where some element of competition did exist, "the airlines were the 
of the piece, who, openly or secretly subsidized by governments, cut 
fheir rates to uneconomic levels to make heavy inroads into steamship business. 
ut that, far from relying on the “unchecked purse” of the governments 
pay for the extravegancies of cuterate fares, airline operators 
that every cent of state sid had to be accounted for and 
perating detail. uoreover these rates were not 
hey were based on clearly ascertainable costs of operati 
under the close scrutiny of economy-minded 
iam pave statistical evidence of the | 
@Mcustry in 1949, when the worla's scheduled operators flew 1,400 mi 
ih 1 « netres } ser cent increase on the previous year and equ 
fips rou 7 - Ninety per cent of the total of passengerekilome 
flown (some 24, 00( n) were performed by 1.A.T.A. members. An estimat 
@ie number of passengers carried was 27,000,000, an increase of 3,000,000 
S46, end one happily attended by a fell in the accident rate. The greatest 
Sise, however, was that seen in cargo traffic, which increased by 20 per cent from 


" 


§00 to 600 million tonekilometres in 1949. 


review the 1.A.TeA. report in am detail wher nting conditions 


permit. 


f the general meeting tomorrow, October 2Cth, Ur. 0.P. 
rtetion ¢ arvard University, is to deliver the annual 


is entitled "Looking Ahead in International 


Airport 

ak aaa , } ha) ‘ +} 10+) +h 
terested iccal 31 , n t stobver 10th, Lne 

f the runway ‘sy: plannec London Airport to the 

will be recalled that the London Airport Layout Panel's 

third triangular set of runways to the north of the 


+ 


“double triangle" system which has been constructed 


d the interim period, however 
jing further rumways in three directions 


runway capacity which would result. 


” 


Y, 435 — 4 ‘ ++ 4 ay 
fact, that the east-west direction 





civil AVA: 
be acegquate for nearly, 1 the occasions when instrument ayprosches are 

Accordingly it is n proposed to buile twe slightly divergent rum 
ef the Bath Road, cesigned to provide sinultancous epproaches which conv 


on 


towerds the airport. This would give wide seperation during the eerl) stages cf the 
epnroach ami, conversely, diverging takeecff paths. 

It is thought that werk en these additional rurways will aot tegin before 1953 
end even then it will be dependent on the country's economic situation ani o 
satisfectory growth of the volume of traffic. 


coach" vervices to Continue 
'. has gre ted ‘authority to nine Americen airlines to continue their 
for u further six months, rrovided that fares are raised t 
nile by Noventer 18th. Pcraits wore to have expired *. 
septeaber 30th, but the Board has extende em until March 31s* to permit further 
study cf this type of operation. The C.A.B. decided that fares shoulc be increased 
efter considering the impact of air-coach operaticns on the financiel results of 
the American airline :ndustry os a whole. As in the past, the servi 
o te restricted to the slack period of each day on mal. r interesity, rou 
toncurable Retirement 
~E.C..0.'s Avro Yorks, which since early 1944 have played an iavortent part 
in meintaining British oversees routes, have now emied their long period of service. 
The last flight was nede on the Santiego and Nassau route on October 7°, enc tie 
Yorks have been replaced on the Corporation's south American westecoust services 
by Constellations operating from London to Santiago. Since their introduction, 
B.0.A.C.'s 25 Yorks have flown over 13,000,C00 miles end achievec a total of some 
192,000 hours' flying. They have not been lizitel to reguler passenger operations, 
however, anc their record includes the carria.e cof many thousands cf tons ef ourge 
end mail. 
In 1947 the airereft pluyec a prominent part in evacuating refugees during the 
disturbances in India and Pakistan. 


BREVITIES 


The Liinister cf Supply, B.E.A's teshuicians last 
hr. G.R. Strauss, wasenong the sonday visited Voodley oo 
passengers who flew in the Bristol Reading, to carry out 4 rettiteil 
Brabazon when, on October 12th, it end landing tests ut maxiaun 
made its second visit to London @.u.w. in the Handley Pare Larnk- 
Airport. thon (four Gipsy Queen 72 wusines) 
x x - x * * 
vuring his recent tour of Unaer tiie terms of 
South American countries, Lir. cere wont, three traise 
Frank Eeswick, Parlianontery 
Secretsry to the .C.A., said in 
Buenos Aires that Comets will be 
used on B.0.4.C's South Amorican 
routes within two years. permitted to f1: 
* x “ countries and aircrsf 
A new civil airport has been between the United 
opened at Kuching, the capital cf antipedces have often 
itish Borneo. The ceremony » =: because of the uneconouic 
rformed by the Governor of tl.e from San Francisco to 
Colony, who flew from the old aire ° a * 
Strip only 500 yards from the new Hastings Borough Counc 
airport's terminal tuilding. rejected a provosal to aband 
x the 250,0CO municipal eirport at 
States Secretary Pebshesa. Negotiations are re- 
nounced the exist- ported to be in progre:s with ty 
reate “an firms who have wade provisicnuel 
governucnt-subsidcized offers to lesse the «airfield f 
leet of the air." flying for 14 years. uneilior 
These aircraft woulc previde the feel thet, with the growing 
transport air lift necessary in popularity of air travel, Haiti 
an emergency end woule be in without an sirfiele will be 
ition to existing plans for a behind the times. 
6Gegroup Air 
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CORRESPONDENCE 





The Editor of FLIGHT does not hold himself 
responsible for the views here expressed. 


All~aetal Pioneoring 


ir. Dennis Powell replies courteously (September 21st) to my letter of 
August Grd, but does not answer my contentions I was not writing about the 
history of pioneering as applied to allemetal aircraft construction, but 
only to stressed-skin metal construction. 

Wnat I claim is that I originated such construction, and in 1920 produced 
che first machine embodying it. Also, despite the great opposition | met 
with, and which nearly ruined Short Brothers, i persisted in building further 
aircraft embodying the principle, until it became obvious to the Air Ministry 
and aircraft constructors that the system was superior to others. 

ir. Powell challenges me with regard to the aircraft produced in 1907 
by Robert Esnault-Pelterie, but supplies the answer himself by writing, "but 
of course it did not embody stressed-skin construction". Again, if Mr. Glenn 
Martin embodied stressed-skin metal construction in a machine produced in 1922, 
he is to be congratulated upon his wisdom and observation; but in the "Silver 
streak", produced two years earlier, he had an example to follow. 

in his concluding paragraph Mr. Powell almost insinuates that I claim 
more than a just share of pioneering. Why? All I did in my letter of August 
rd was to remind him of work which he appeared to have forgotten. He has 
now remembered it, and | am grateful to him for that acknowledgment. 

St. Mabyn, Cornwall. HUGH OSWALD SHORT. 


Down to Earth 


I am glad to see that Mr. Geoffrey Vorman has raised in your pages 
september 28th) the question of "London's Airport Transport”. illaving dealt 
with the roads, can you spare a little space to consider the vehicles that 
run on them? 

On arrival at Northolt, for instance, the H.E.A. passenger is met by a 
horseless carriage of quaint design, driven by an old retainer in the livery 
of London Transport. Obviously, the wellemeaning designer has been guided 
by the principle that modern air travel can, at times, be pretty boring —- 
so here's a chance to show ‘an. And passengers in the rear third, or quarter- 
deck, are able to travel to Kensington almost entirely airborne — in partice 
ular, the seat of the pants and the seat of the bus seldom making contact along 
the entire length of Western Avenue. 

As a further quirk, the number of seats in the coach is smaller than those 
in the aircraft it is supposed to serve ~ leading to a jolly game of musical 
chairs, with a olace on the bus for one's prize. 1 returned to Kensington the 
other night in an 18-seater with 20 up =~ the two “near misses” being myself 
(on the arm of a chair) and another competitor who craftily settled himself 
down on the floor. ther passengers (including a mother with baby in arms), 
who had been playfully called out to identify their luggage and board the bus, 
were left standing in the rain as we went off. 


"'4 
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tell me these things can't be done better « as witness B.E.A.'S 


own service at Liverpool, where one is collected and delivered in a smart and 
extremely comfortable modern vehicle, in the care of a courteous driver in the 
yrporation's uniform. 


i know that B.E.A. have perfectly justifiable answers to all this. One 
realizes that for years past new motor vehicles have been as gold-dust; and, 
no doubt, no passenger is ever really kept waiting for more than a few minutes 
before being accommodated on another bus. The fact remains that the impression 
mn travellers to the capital city of the british Enpi is appalling; and it 
is a tragedy that a service so efficient when airborn hould be forced to let 
itself down on the last lap. 


On, beltieke AY 0 Mae 
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SERVICE AVIATION 





Exercise “Baperor" 





The result of Exercise "Emperor", which ended at dusk last Sunday October 
15th, cannot be assessed immediately, but this series of air manoeuvres - th 
largest held in Britain since the war - has certainly produced much valuable 
information for operational research staffs of both Fighter and Bomber Commands, 
and has provided aircrews with useful experience, In the words of the Air Minister, 
Mr. Arthur Henderson: "The results achisved have already proved that the various 
changes in organization, methods of contirol and operational techniques are fully 
justified and that they will go a long way towards modernizing the air-defence 
system of the United Kingdom" 

Mr. Henderson made this statement on Sunday efter he had visited Martleshan 
Heath and Waterbeach fighter stations in a Meteor 7 from North Weald. He paid 
tribute to the co-operation given by the United States and Western Union air forces 
and commented on the clear indication thus provided that the problem of overall 
defence was being tackled on the right lines, 

Phase 2 of the exercise (Phase 1 was summarized in our newsletter last week) 
opened on Tuesday, October 10th, with high-level attacks by Vampires from B.A.F.0. 
and continued with raids at all altitudes by a wide selection of aircraft fanging 
from B50s to P.R. Mosquitoes of Bomber Command. F-84 Thunderjets, carrying wing- 
tip tanks, acted as escorts, on the Wednesday, for a formation of Mosquitoes 
from Germany; other F-54s, working with the defending forces, intercepted a 
formation of Vampires at 37,000ft two miles south of Norwich. Other Vampires, 
acting as jet bombers, wore met by Meteorsat 35,000ft ten miles west of Southwold. 
Meteors of the Royal Netherlands Air Force, operating from Horsham St. Faith, 
made a brief return to home territory to engage a “mediun force” of B-50s, 

corted by FeS4s, at 26,000ft over Walcheren, 

On the Thursday, two Naval convoys were "severely mauled” by Hornet intruders 
until Fighter Command provided standing patrols. Meteors of two Auxiliary squadrons 
Nos. 500 and 616, claimed a number of kills. Individual Lincolns, with F-84 
escorts, made attacks during the day and were intercepted several times. Sea Hornet@, 
Fireflies and Firebrands of Naval Aviation acted as intruders. Lincolns and 
Washingtons made a heavy raid on the bombing range at Larkhill, supported by 
Mosquito master~bombers and a diversionary force of U.S.A.F. Superfortresses which 
bombed Millwall Docks. The main bomber force approached their target on Salisbury 
Plain from the south, having first flown over France, and night fighters made 
interceptions from mideChannel onwards. 

Phase 3 of the exercise began officially at m on Saturday. At 12,50 
a mixed force of Vampires, Wellingtons, Mosquitoes, Spitfires and Valettas 
penetrated the defences between Clacton and Foulness at heights between 10,000ft 
and 25,000ft. Fighters of severel Auxiliary squadrons went into action, together 
with Meteor 8s of R.A.F. Regular squadrons, Dutch, Danish and Belgian Meteor 4@ 
and R.A.F. and Norwegian Vampires. Naval Seafires attacked Wellingtons off 
Weston-Super-Mare and Naval Sea Hornets, atrafing a Yorkshire airfield, were engaged 
by defending R.A.F. Hornets. Saturday night found the largest night attack of the 
exercise in progress; a raid on Catterick Camp by Lincolns and Mosquitces, As on 
previous occasions, diversionary attacks were made han, in Wales, by a 
small force of Washingtons and Mosquitoes; on Birming terborough, by 
U.S.A.F. BeSOs and Be29s; and on London, by Wellington " Fiying Training Command. 
The night-fighter Mosquitoes made more interceptions than on any other occasion 
juring the exercise: Lincolns were attacked es far south as Cherbourg. 

Though widespread, activity on the final day of the exercise did not include 
any large-scele raids. Fifty individual attacks were made on Wellingtons, end 
intruding Firebrands and Hornets were intercepted over a wide area. The Brabason 
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its hangar at Filton, was the target of P.H. Hosquitoes cof Bomber Command. 
hienbers of "Flight's" staff visited several etations during the exercise 
id raceived firstehand evidence of the keenness and skill of ell the aircrews 
engaged British and Allied, Although comparativel heir aircraft, 
crews made a veluable and encouraging co: Lbution to night cperations 
pularity of this fine aircraft is 
ord, with regret, the loss of ] 
final phase of the exerci 
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Service . Aviati tion... 
Gen. Valin's Visit 

On October llth, Mr. Arthur 

Henderson, the Air Minister, 
received the guests et an Air 
Council reception at the Air 
Ministry in honour of Gen. KM. 
Valin, Inspector General of the 
French Air Force. 





Laurence Minot Competition 


The final of the Laurence 
Minot Trophy Competition for Bomber 
Command crews is due to be decided 
to-day, October 19th, at Larkhill. 
The contestants are Nos. 617 and 
214 Squadrons. The Trophy will 
be presented by His .2jesty the King 
et Buckingham Palace on November 8th. 





The New Comuonwealth Training Plan 

An outcome of the visit to 
Canada by Marshal of the Royal Air 
Force Sir John Slessor is his 
announcement, made jointly in 
Montreal with Air Marshal W.A. 
Curtis, R.C.A.F., that the first 
R.A.F. personnel to receive flying 
training under the peace-time 
version of the Commonwealth Train- 
ing Plan will arrive in Canada on 
January 15th. It was also announced 
that early next spring a Canadian 
fighter squadron will arrive in this 
country for joint training under 
Fighter Comnand. 





National Service Air Gunners 





At a full ceremonial parade 
at the Central Gunnery School, 
Leconfield, on October 4th, Air 
Marshal Sir Hugh P. Walmsley, 
K.C.I1.B., C.B., C.B.B., M.C., 
D.F.C., A.O.C.ein-C., Flying 
Training Command, presented Air 
Gunner brevets to successful cadets 
of No. 3 Air Gunner's Course. 
Eighteen cadets successfully com- 
pleted the course, which is an 
intensive oneof twelve weeks' dur- 
ation. The majority of the 
trainees are National Servicemen 
who have been in the Service only 
a week or two before coming to 
Leconfield. A "best all round" 

adet is chosen from each course 
and is awarded a medallion. Th 
recipient from No. 3 course was 
Cadet G. J. Bendon. 


Malayan Ops. Increased 





During September, R.A.F., 
R.A.A.F. and R.N.Z.A.F. units oper- 
ating against Malayan terrorists 
broke all oe previous records 
for numbers of sorties. Operations 
coverec the entire Federation, from 
Johore to the Siamese border; the 
aain effort was concentrated in 
Johore, where one-third of the strikes 
took place. Attacks were made by 
day and night, in addition to over 250 
supply drops, leaflet droppin 
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Indian Ocean Base 





Nineteen officers and men of 
the S.A.A.F. are establishing a 
flying-bost base at Diego Garcia, a 
remote atoll] in the Indian Ocean 
half-way between Mauritius and Ceylon. 
The party has travelled by sea, 
bringing some 1,500 tons of con- 
structional equipment and material, 
trucks, launches and petrol. This 
imitial group is being strengthened 
by other members of the S.A.A.F. 
who are arriving by flying-boet. 
The island, which was used by Sunder- 
lands during the war, will provide a 
new link with the East and may become 
& permanent S.A.A.F. base. A further 
Sign of increasing interest in Indian 
Ocean routes was the recent announce- 
ment of Qantas plans for setting up 
a new route from Australia to South 
Africa via the Cocos Islands. Both 
Diego Garcia and the Cocos Islands 
were suggested as airfield sites in 
an article, "A New Bapire Route”, in 
"Plight" of May 25th last. 


Reunions 


The R.A.F. Regiment Dinner Club. = 
Annual dinner, at the Connaught Rooms, 
London, on Friday, October 20th. 
Tickets (£1 3s) from L.S. Symons, 

63, Woodgrange Avenue, Kenton, Middle- 
sex (Mansion House aed 

R.A.F. Reserves - Second 
annual reunion, Frida: Oc ber 27th, 
at the Waldorf Hotel, London. Details 
from Edward L. Simmons O7, Fleet 
Street, C 

W.A.A-F. anc W.R.A F, offic ers.- 
Third annual neenn Londonderry 
House, London, on y, November 
10th. Tiekete { Ais 6d) from biiss 
Lorna Hills, The Red Cottage, Ling 
field, Surrey. 

Nos. 50 and 61 Squadrons, 3.A.F. 

- Reunion at the New Inn, Westminster 
Bridge Road, London, S.E.1, on Sature 
day, Wovenber 15th. Details from 

F. Lascelles, 15, Crantock Road, Lone 
don, S.E.16. 

No. 125 Squadron and 6125 Eche- 
lon, R.A.F. - Annual reunion, Shelley's, 
Albemarle Street, London, 

Saturday, November 18th 
(17s 6d) fron J. Horsley, 
estone Avenue, Morden, Surrey. 

Nos. 462 and 4656 Squadrons, 
R.A.F. = Reunion at the Grosvenor 
Aras, 2, Grosvenor Street, London, 
W.1, on Saturday, November 13th. 
Tickets (7s 6d) from W.L. Harrison, 
6, Cromwell Place, St. Ives, Hunts. 

Ho. 143 Squadron, R.A.F. 

(menbers of other "strike" squadrons 
invited) - Reunion at the Lord 

Reglan, 61, 3st. Martins-le-Grand, 
London, on Saturday, November 

Details from J. A. Selka, 684, 
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